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» A determinant was originally defined as a property of a system
of linear equations. The determinant "determines" whether the
system has a unique solution (which occurs precisely 1if the
determinant is non-zero).

» In this sense, determinants were first used in the Chinese
mathematics textbook The Nine Chapters on the Mathematical
Art (JLE &7, Chinese scholars, around the 3rd century
BCE).

» In Europe, solutions of linear systems of two equations were
expressed by Cardano in 1545 by a determinant-like entity.

PL E N H . https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Determinant
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